Judgement call on the Leader in charge.  Use common sense.  If the Scout has been trained how to use the EpiPen then he is allowed to carry it on himself.  If the Scout needs the EpiPen because of reactions that occur pretty quickly then the pen should always be near and within a seconds grasp.  However if the Scout needs an EpiPen near but his reaction is never a fast and progressive reaction then you can consider keeping it in camp or not on the Scout.  Most of the time if the Scout needs the EpiPen then he should be trained to use it along with some of your adult leaders.  Most of the pens have directions on them and they have a button you push and then you slam it into the leg and most can work right through the pants.  Same situation with inhalers.
 
One thing you should consider is that when a parent hands in a physical you should have a review with maybe 2 leaders and the parent and son.  Go through the physical and ask about everything on there.  Ask for each section whether there is anything else that was not included on the form.  You will quite often find out more information that the parents/scout was embarrassed about and did not include – stuff you probably want to know.  Like the Scout the parents are trying to take off of Ritalin.  In this sit down opportunity you will be able to find more and find out who knows how to use the inhaler and EpiPen amongst other medications too.  You even get to find out who still wets his bed.
 
When the Troop goes to camp this summer you will be doing Med Checks.  Listen to the questions they ask and try to copy that same environment.
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Pat Dannenberg
Senior District Executive, Pioneer Trails District
10455 W. 6th Ave, Denver, CO 80215
P  303-455-5522 x2130,  F  303-455-4689,  C  303-946-7976
www.pioneertrails.org
 
What a Great Day to be a Scout!
 
From: Joe SKALISKY [mailto:joeskalisky@msn.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2009 8:13 AM
To: Pat Dannenberg
Subject: Fw: Troop 88 CAmping Notes - Please Review and Comment
 

Hi Pat,
 
What is the policy on EpiPens and inhalers with Scouts?
 
Joe
 
of parent, removal from the campout or removal from future camping activities.
