Troop 88 Camping Notes
 

Leadership
Adult Leaders – A minimum of 4 adults are required for each campout.  The Trip Leader, designated as “Scoutmaster” for the campout will be responsible for all planning and activities in accordance with all BSA rules and regulations.  The Outing leader will have the proper documentation in hand including current contact and medical information on each participant as appropriate, a trip permit as required and ensuring there are properly trained and certified adults on the trip.  Requirement specifics and details are available in separate documentation.
Drivers – Adults over the age of 21 may act as drivers.  Drivers are not reimbursed by the Troop for the cost of their travel or gas.  These costs may be recorded and listed as donations on your taxes.  The exception is for the driver that pulls the Troop Trailer who will be reimbursed for gas upon presenting receipts to the Troop Treasurer.
Patrol Camping
Patrol Method - Troop 88 camps and cooks by patrol.  We plan meals, tent mates, activities and rides to and from the event by patrols.  Each Patrol Leader is responsible for planning the campout for their patrol including a patrol duties roster, menu plan and patrol box inventory.  

Patrol Assignments - We try whenever possible to retain the Patrols and Patrol Leader assignments as defined by the Troop Roster.  However as the number of scouts going to each campout may vary existing patrols may be combined to allow for enough members to effectively share duties.  If patrols are combined it is done by the Trip Leader and Senior Patrol Leader in consultation and with approval and only lasts for the duration of that campout. 

Patrol Leader Duties - The Patrol Leader will assign a patrol member to purchase and deliver food and compute the cost of that food to be divided by all patrol members.  The Patrol Leader will be responsible for collecting the dues for food cost reimbursement and any other fees for the campout.  The Patrol Leader will ensure Patrol members are engaged in the proper activities as planned and keeping all patrol members informed of planning and changes in plans as well as keeping the Campout Leadership Team informed of any changes in the patrol status prior or during the campout.  Patrol Leaders will pull a Patrol Box and other camping equipment from the Troop Trailer as required and will be responsible for usage and safe return.
Adult Patrol - Adults form into an Adult Patrol and plan meals and assignments accordingly.  
Camping Plan

The Trip Leader will develop and post a Camping Plan.  This will include as appropriate information on where and when the campout will be held and directedions.  Also included will be information on Leadership, Activities Schedule, Forms, Documents, and Fees, and any Special considerations. 

The Trip Leader will coordinate transportation and the trailer and be responsible for all participants and equipment.  Details and specifics are included in other documentation.
Costs and Fees - 
The Patrol Leader is responsible for keeping track of campout costs including meals, fees and any other special costs, such as meals to and from the event.  Fees and meal costs should be collected prior to the Troop leaving the parking lot for the campout.  Some additional costs may include;
· Campers – Camping or Campsite fees may be levied.

· Drivers – If you do not have a State Park Access Pass there is a $6/Day fee.
· Fishermen – Any fishermen 16 years or older need a current fishing license.
Typical Weekend Campout Schedule 
Friday – 
· We leave from the church (PEPC) Friday evening at 5:30pm
· All Scouts and Leaders must be in Class A uniform
· All Scouts and Leaders must have a current Medical Forms on file with the Trip Leader.  Class 1 medical Forms are usually sufficient,  Class 3 Medical Forms are required for events over 72 hours long 
· Parent Permission slips may be required for any special activities, like Rock Climbing Meal/Camping 
· Dues must have been collected
· We will stop for dinner at a fast food restaurant, please give your scout or the driver of the car he is traveling in cash for dinner.
Saturday – 

· Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner are the responsibility of each patrol.  Duty Rosters and Menu Plans should be prepared and posted.  
· Work on Campout activities, Merit Badges, Fish, Bike, Hike, Fly Kites, etc…
· The Senior Patrol Staff hosts a campfire.
Sunday – 
· Break camp (Clean, Pack, Inventory Patrol Boxes) and head home.
 
General Camping Rules
Buddy System - Troop 88 follows the “Buddy System” with all activities.
· Scouts must always travel with at least one buddy.  

· If leaving the camping area they must first seek permission of the Patrol Leader, Senior Patrol Leader or a Troop Adult Leader.  

· They must be specific as to where they are going/what they are doing and when they are returning.

· They must stick to their plan
· They must carry their “10 Essentials” and a whistle.

Camping Gear – For typical campouts where the Troop Trailer is brought Troop 88 provides all the necessary Patrol Overnight Camping Gear as listed on Pages 226 – 227 of the Scout Handbook with the exception of tents.  
Tents - Troop 88 does not provide tents.  Scouts and Adults “Buddy Up” with other Scouts or Adults within their Patrols who have tents.  Patrol Leaders are responsible for grouping boys in their patrols with tents. There are specific rules regarding Scouts and Adults sharing tents.  Refer to the Guide to Safe Scouting.
Personal Camping Gear - Scouts are responsible for providing all of their own personal camping gear as listed on Pages 224 – 225 of the Scout Handbook.  
Safety First Rules
Maintain a clean camp, leave no food or garbage out to attract animals.
· NO tree, fence, rock or other climbing without specific leader permission

· NO participating in waterfront activities without proper supervision

· NO use of cutting tools (ax, knife, etc.) or matches without successful completion of Totin' Chip and Firem'n Chit Training, respectively.

· NO throwing of any objects except as part of an organized activity

· NO food or flame in tents
Items not permitted on Troop 88 Outings
· Sheath knives, electronic entertainment devices (Games, Music, etc.).  Cell phones may be carried by the scouts but should not be used as a distraction to play games, text or call friends or listen to music.  If a Cell Phone becomes a distraction the Trip Leaders may take the phone from the Scout and hold it till the end of the campout. 
· Matches or pocket knives UNLESS Scout has earned his Firem'n Chit and Totin' Chip

· Alcoholic beverages, firearms, ammunition or fireworks

· Drugs OF ANY KIND. Required prescription drugs and not-prescription drugs must be given to the outing leader by parent prior to departure with Scout's name and written instructions for use. All medicines should be in the original container.  Exceptions can be made with prior arrangement, discussion and agreement with the Trip Leaders such as carrying Eppe Pens, Enhalers or other items.  
· Excessive amounts of snack food or candy as determined by the Trip Leader

Violation of these rules are subject to disciplinary measures including work details, and in the most severe cases calling of parent, removal from the 
