how to earn Merit Badges

Merit Badges

A merit badge is an award that is presented to you, the Scout, when you complete the requirements for one of the merit badge subjects.  You can learn about sports, crafts, science, trades, business, and future careers as you earn merit badges. There are more than 120 merit badges. Any Boy Scout may earn any merit badge at any time. You don't need to have had rank advancement to be eligible.

There are a number of ways a scout can earn merit badges.  They can be earned within your patrol, within the troop, at a district scouting event, or with an approved organization outside of scouts.  

IN your Patrol

As a member of your patrol, you can decide, along with your fellow patrol members, to work on a particular merit badge.  Just figure out which merit badge your patrol wants to work on and ask the Merit Badge Coordinator to assign a Merit Badge Counselor to teach and counsel you through the merit badge.  You need to set up a time with your Merit Badge Counselor that will work for all of your patrol members.  Perhaps that time would be during the regularly scheduled Tuesday night meetings when the Troop breaks out for patrol activities.  

In your Troop

Within Troop 88 we have scheduled the first Sunday evening of every month as a Merit Badge Class day.  This class is generally held at the home of Mrs. Reed (address and contact information listed at the end of this notice) and the time is generally set for 5:00 p.m., but this location and time may be altered due to schedules.  You will need to check with Mrs. Reed for the designated time each month.  

In your District

Many of the Districts within the Denver Area Council have a whole day dedicated to earning merit badges.  These days are called Merit Badge Colleges (“MBC”) and are usually scheduled on a Saturday.  You can usually earn at least two merit badges at these events, so it’s a good idea to try and attend one.  Information for these colleges will be provided at the meeting, but they can also be obtained by going to each disctrict’s webpage through the Denver Area Council’s website at www.denverareacouncil.com 

The following districts have scheduled Merit Badge Colleges for the following times:

Pioneer Trails

05/02/09 

Arapahoe District
09/12/09

Valley District

November?   

Frontier District

November?

The Pioneer Trails District (the one Troop 88 belongs to) has set their MBC date for 5/02/09. This MBC is a great one for Troop 88 scouts to attend because it’s located right close by.

Other Groups

Other businesses and organizations also sponsor and coordinate Boy Scout merit badge workshops.  In the past, Home Depot and Lowe’s have held events.  You should check with our local Home Depot and Lowe’s to see if they plan on continuing these classes in 2009.  

The City of Englewood Parks & Recreation will be holding workshops for merit badges in 2009.  You may contact the Englewood Rec Center for further details at 303-738-6805 or www.englewoodrec.org.

As other events are scheduled, announcements will be made at our regularly scheduled meetings.

Merit badge blue cards, books and worksheets
To begin working on a merit badge, you will need to obtain a blue card from Mrs. Reed or Mrs. Harger. It is called a blue card because BSA has printed it on blue paper, but you can print it off the internet yourself on whatever color paper you want.  It is just a form where the Merit Badge Counselor can record which requirements you have completed.  You can use this website to print your own: 

http://www.scoutway.net/scoutforms/form-bluecards.pdf 

Bring the blue card with you to every merit badge class so the counselor can mark off your completed requirements. 

Troop 88 has a Troop Librarian who maintains a library of merit badge books.  These books provide all kinds of helpful information related to the merit badge and the requirements to complete the merit badge.   These books can also be found at our local Parker library in the children’s section.  You could also ask another one of the scouts if they have their own copy you could borrow.  You may also purchase your own copy at the Denver Scout Shop.

When completing the requirements for a merit badge, it is always a good idea to print out a Merit Badge Worksheet  (“MBW”).  These MBW provide a list of requirements and an area to write in your answers for each of the requirements.  You can find these worksheets for each individual merit badge on the following website:  www. Meritbadge.com .  Remember to print them out and bring them with you to every merit badge class.

Merit Badge Counselors Needed

Troop 88 is always in need of Merit Badge Counselors so please ask your parents if they would be interested in signing up for one or more merit badges to teach.  This can be a fun way for your parents to get involved and get to know more of the kids and adults in our troop.  

To register as a Merit Badge Counselor, you must fill out an adult application and the “Green Sheet” (The BSA Merit Badge Counselor Information Form) which can be obtained from Mrs. Reed or Mrs. Wilhelm.  You must be 18 years of age and proficient in the merit badge subject.  
contacts:

Mrs. Cathleen Reed, Merit Badge Coordinator

10908 Marcott Dr.

Parker, CO 80134 

Phone:  303-840-3242 or cell phone 303-253-2043

creed@cobank.com


“Two of the reasons for the Scout Merit Badge Plan are (1) to give you more skill in things you like to do; (2) to give you a chance to try out new activities, so that you can find new things which you really like.”


Handbook for Boys, 5th edition, 1948

2009 Merit Badges

American Business
Engineering
Photography

American Cultures
Entrepreneurship
Pioneering

American Heritage
Environ. Science
Plant  Science

American Labor

Family Life
Plumbing

Animal Science

Farm Mechanics
Pottery

Archaeology

Fingerprinting
Public Health

Archery

Fire Safety
Public Speaking

Architecture

First Aid
Pulp and Paper

Art

Fish & Wildlife Mgmt
Radio


Astronomy

Fishing
Railroading

Athletics

Fly-Fishing
Reading

Auto Mechanics

Forestry
Reptile & Amph

Aviation

Gardening
Rifle Shooting

Backpacking

Genealogy
Rowing

Basketry

Geology
Safety

Bird Study

Golf

Salesmanship

Camping

Graphic Arts
Scholarship

Canoeing

Hiking
Sculpture

Chemistry

Home Repairs
Shotgun Shooting

Cinematography

Horsemanship
Skating

Cit. in the Community
Indian Lore
Small-boat Sailing

Cit. in the Nation

Insect Study
Snow Sports

Cit. in the World

Journalism
Soil/Water Conserv.

Climbing

Landscape Arch.
Space Exploration

Coin Collecting

Law

Sports

Collections

Leatherwork
Stamp  Collecting

Communications
Lifesaving
Surveying

Composite Materials
Mammal Study
Swimming
Computers

Medicine
Textile

Cooking

Metalwork
Theater

Crime Prevention

Model Design/Bldg
Traffic Safety

Cycling

Motorboating
Truck Transport.

Dentistry

Music & Bugling
Vet. Medicine

Disabilities Awareness
Nature
Waterskiing

Dog Care

Nuclear Science
Weather

Drafting

Oceanography
Whitewater

Electricity 

Orienteering
Wilderness Survival

Electronics

Painting
Wood Carving

Emergency Prep

Personal Fitness
Wood work

Energy

Personal Mgmt
Pets

To earn your Eagle Scout rank a scout must earn a minimum of 21 merit badges, with 12 of those 21 classified as “Eagle Required”.  The Eagle Required merit badges are bolded and underlined in the list above. You may earn Emergency Prep or Lifesaving and Cycling or Hiking or Swimming.   
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Merit Badge Coordinator:


Cathleen Reed


10908 Marcott Dr.


Parker, CO 80134


Phone (303 840-3242


Cell (303) 253-2043


creed@cobank.com








